Dr. Zak Kassas is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Mechanical & Aerospace
Engineering and the Department of Electrical Engineering & Computer Science at the
University of California, Irvine (UCI). He received a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from the
Lebanese American University, an M.S. in Electrical & Computer Engineering from The Ohio
State University, and an M.S.E. in Aerospace Engineering and a Ph.D. in Electrical & Computer
Engineering from The University of Texas at Austin. Prof. Kassas’ research in autonomous
navigation in GNSS-challenged environments has been featured in dozens of national and
international media outlets and received several awards, including the National Science
Foundation (NSF) CAREER Award, the Office of Naval Research (ONR) Young Investigator
Program Award, the IEEE Walter Fried Award, the ION Burka Award, and the ION Col. Thurlow
Award. Since starting his academic career in Fall 2014, his research has attracted more than
$5M in federal grants from ONR, NSF, and NIST. His current research interests include cyber-
physical systems, cognitive radio, autonomous vehicle navigation, and intelligent transportation
systems.




